MIERRY GHRISTVIAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 2018




With our 30th newsletter we send you
our best regards and wishes for Christmas.
We wish you relaxing and happy holidays and a happy new year

in good health. Be happy in what you have, do and are!

For 29 months on the road, we are preparing for our third Christmas in the motorhome. We stand at
the big Mississippi river in Vicksburg. The sun is laughing at 80 ° F, the high humidity is Killing us ==
real Christmas is something else. But, Beate has beautifully decorated our 330 sqft "White Berta" for
Christmas, the smells of German Stollen and cookies, on the outside a few fairy lights are attached
and the first presents are already under our little tree. Only the mulled wine does not quite taste
because of the temperatures and being in shorts and T-shirt! But it will be getting colder the next
days! Here at the "Ol 'Man River”, we want to spend Christmas together with son Sebastian. We had
explored this historically interesting area extensively two years ago (Newsletter No. 12) and now

want to show our son, who teaches American history in Dallas as a teacher, a bit.

the birthplace of Blues



And again, an eventful year is behind us. We are grateful to be healthy and continue to have the
opportunity to continue our wild life next year as we have done so far. The first plans for 2018: winter
in Arizona, California and Mexico and then spend the summer back in South Dakota. But as always,
our future is not set in stone. That is our great freedom, that we do not want to give up soon.

Our tour has been significantly slowed down. In 2016, when we drove approx. 15,000 miles in the
motorhome, this year there are only about 5,000 miles. Instead of staying at 76 different campsites in
2016, we only stayed in 24 places in 2017. Also, we have entered little new territory this year, but
enjoyed the familiar places much more intense. Everything is due to the fact that we still want to
continue our nomadic life style in the desert or in the rain forest for a few more years, without any
hussing, keeping an eye on our finances, maintaining friendships and focusing mainly on the four
seasons: that's how we want approach the future.
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We Three just love This life, The magnihcent nature, the people and especially



There were many highlights during the past year. But first and foremost, of course, is the birth of our
granddaughter Lillien. Only grandparents will understand what unbelievable feelings you have, when
Beate and 1 every morning eagerly look at the latest photos and videos of our little princess. It is the

greatest gift since the birth of our own children. The little girl enchants us every day, even if thousands

of miles lie between us. Thanks to daughter-inlaw Anna and son Johannes, who provide "Granny &

Grandpa America" so much with impressions of all kinds!
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Almost three months have passed since the Balloon e *b

Fiesta in Albuquerque and thus our last newsletter. : A N -
We still dream of the impressions of this colorful -

event that we remember so wonderfully. We will

come back! For sure. ~
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A trip to Las Vegas is always worthwhile. This time around,
our visit was mainly to our friend Lee Ann, who lost her
husband Larry this year. In addition to a lot of tears, we also
had good conversations, 1 wanted to look after her
motorhome, with which she want to be "on the road" again
soon. There were some repairs that I could do with the help
of her bother-in-law Larry. Trips to our beloved Lake Las
Vegas or the Shelby Automuseum rounded off the 14 days of

Vegas.

These two plates with Italian delicacies at
restaurant OTTO in the Venetian and the
French dessert of Jean Phillipe from the
Bellagio are probably the most delicious dishes
on earth! We do not know anything comparable
and instead of playing slots or poker we treat

ourselves to such luxury. You only live once.




Lee Ann you are right: a must in Vegas is a visit to the
™ SHELBY workshop and museum. What great cars. Some

= \ can even be purchased locally. Unfortunately, no tow-bar

S R‘ IR fits to put one of those beasts behind my Berta!
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A stop on the Colorado River: a must this fall. You know how much we love Arizona's West Coast. Nice
too, when close friends and acquaintances from last year meet us here again. Once again we say: here

we could stay for weeks or months, because the air & water temperatures are just fantastic.
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Two turkeys, countless side dishes and even
more desserts, plus a 5 | Warsteiner barrel (gift
from Detlef) ==> a wonderful holiday at 30 ° C.
Thank you dear Casa Grande friends inviting us
again for this feast!
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Thanks for the many mail and response to our reports in the past year.

For us it is always nice to hear from friends and acquaintances.
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Now we loolk forward to Christmas holidays together

with our son Sebastion, the many presents and all the good treats.

For the coming year, we wish you health and the joy of Life.

Hope seeiing you soon!
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That’s it for today. We are 882 days on the road.

Until next time

SeelYa

(915) 667 - 0501 or (915) 667 - 0595

Riidiger, Beate und Noah

Whatsapp
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