SNOWBIRDS
OUR WINTER MONTH IN THE DESERT

"Snowbird" is the North American term for a person who comes from the northern parts of the
United States and Canada and watches friends and family shoveling snow or draining floodwater out
of basements, while wearing t/shirt and shorts and drinking margaritas! Some areas are between
December and March firmly in the hands of those migratory birds. Several areas in Florida, Texas and
Arizona have huge camping areas that appear seasonally and then disappear in the spring.

Quartzsite, located in southwestern Arizona, is referred as a "white city", because from a bird's eye
view, thousands of motorhomes in winter cover the landscape in white. In summer, at temperatures

well over 110 F, everything is gone and the town resembles more than a ghost town.
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We are talking about more than 35,000 caravans and mobile homes at any given day that spend the
winter months of December to March in this desert town! People come from all walks of life: poor
and rich, young and old, Canadians, Americans, Europeans .. Well, and Beth, Rudy and Noah. For
years, friends had told us about this "happening” - but we always refused. Our ALFA Club, which

we had so much ‘fun with at the Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, offered a gl IWmm
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and sewage? Well, at least we are not alone and party always sounds like

fun! i



Not every Snowbird is prepared to sacrifice comfort in this Arizona desert. For those mostly financially

independent clients there are also campsites or extra residential areas:
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The surrounding area of Quartzsite is public land. The terrain is flat and has solid ground - important
for our 15to motorhomes !! There are a few miles away water points and a sewage dump. Also, the

garbage is picked up at collection points. Some campers spend months out here. You only pay $40
for 14 days. That should be enough for us.

In addition to individual vehicles, families and friends, groups of individual manufacturers brands,
Canadians, jeep and off-road enthusiasts or participants of guided RV tours from Germany meet here
every year! Highlight are two weeks at the end of January, when the city is bursting: The annual
minerals, gemstone and motorhome fair determines the daily routine. More than 1800 dealers are
trying to sell you things that you did not know, that you do not need and that you have no money for.
From a $ 690,000 motorhome to LED toilet bowl lighting activated by a acoustic sensor!! We went
several times and spend a lot!!!! It was real fun and we loved it!
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Our site a few miles outside the city. With a total of 44 other ALFAs and some other brands

we spent almost 14 days in the Sonora desert.
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An 1m0rtant part of those 14 days was the daily exchange of
views on technical issues. Everyone helped everyone.
Sometimes with tips and advice, sometimes with direct
technical assistance. So, our white Berta was equipped in no
time with her first solar cells. My dear friend Dale just set
them up right away! I think, the best bottle of tequila I ever
invested! Thank you Dale! In general, the helpfulness among
each other was simply phenomenal. With usual hourly

wages of over $ 150 in motor home workshops around the

US, such meetings are simply priceless. I learned a lot and

saved money. And what is better than investing that in

Tequila?
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Breakfast, happy hour and supper/dinner were usually
taken together around the large fireplace. When 80
campers from 3 nations come together, there are simply
fantastic buffets, drinks and cocktails. Once again,
Beate and I got to meet great people from all parts of
North America. In the future, we will have attractive
points of contact in the USA and Canada. And

Germans will take this advantage. Be sure and beware!




No commercial campground offers so much breathtaking nature as a site in the middle of the
wilderness. This is our world that we just love! Thanks to the new solar system,

we will now more often go "dry" into nature.




The highlight was the inauguration of a quartz logotype, that in the future,

as we all hope, will be able to see and identify on Google Earth. ?\\

ALFA ROADRUNNERS
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Only a small amount of water makes it down the Colorado to Yuma. Hard to believe that about 100
years ago, steamboats from San Francisco arrived here via Mexico. For example Fort Bliss in Texas
was supplied with provisions, ammunition and cloth from here! Now, thanks to the precious water,

i
lettuce heads grow i;s,'ear-round up to the horizon. ]
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We will unsettle Arizona and Southerin California until mid-April,
Then we plan to spend the month of May in Colorade and Nebraska
before returning to the beloved Black Hills of South Dakota at the
beginning of June. At the end of summer, we may want to tackle the

east coast. But as always with us: everything is in jello!

Have a good time, stay healthy and enjoy every day:

Thats it for today.

We are 942 days on the road.

(915) 667 - 0501 or (915) 667 - 0595 SeeVa

Whatsapp Riidiger, Beth and Noah
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